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Why CWRA+?
• Measures critical thinking skills

• Real-world, problem-solving performance tasks 

• Enables IMSA to better understand how well 
students are learning critical-thinking skills

• Provides snapshot of proficiency, growth, and program efficacy

• No Ceiling Effect
• Scores range from ~400 to ~1600

• Maximum IMSA student score = 1545 (sophomore) & 1550 (senior)
• Only around 1/4 of IMSA students have reached Advanced level by 

senior year



CWRA+ Testing Schedule
• Fall of 2011 – Spring of 2017

• Two times
• Fall of sophomore year & Spring of senior year

• Fall of 2017 – Spring of 2019
• Four times

• Fall of sophomore year & Spring of sophomore, junior, and 
senior years

• Fall of 2019 – Forward 
• Three times

• Fall of sophomore year & Winter of junior and senior years



CWRA+ Components
• Performance Task – Requires students to utilize 

critical-thinking skills
• Analysis and Problem Solving
• Writing Effectiveness
• Writing Mechanics

• Selected-Response Questions – Requires students 
to apply critical-thinking skills

• Scientific and Quantitative
• Critical Reading and Evaluation
• Critiquing an Argument



Sample CWRA+ 
Performance Task: Parks



Sample CWRA+ 
Scientific & Quantitative Reasoning



Significant Growth on CWRA+
Significant Growth Goal Increase 10% or More of 
Total Possible Points between Sophomore and Senior 
Years

• Significant Growth Goal = (1600 – Sophomore Score 
Total) * .10

• Score Difference = Senior Total Score – Sophomore Total 
Score

If Score Difference ≥ Significant Growth Goal
• Student showed significant growth while at IMSA



Advanced Level on CWRA+
• Advanced Level Goal % of students who score 

at the Advanced mastery level by senior year

Five Levels of Mastery
Level % of Private School Seniors 

(2017-2018)

Below Basic 1

Basic 18

Proficient 22

Accomplished 48

Advanced 11



Discussion
• Discuss and share your thoughts 

regarding the recent administrations of 
the CWRA+

• What recommendations do you have 
regarding implementing the CWRA+ at 
IMSA?
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