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2026 IMSA POWER PITCH.AI (3 MINUTE PITCH) Registration Form
The IMSA Center For Artificial Intelligence is hosting the second annual IMSA POWER PITCH.AI Competition. This competition is an exciting opportunity for student innovators to showcase their entrepreneurial spirit and creative ideas in business, innovation, and artificial intelligence. This competition will inspire and empower students to think critically, innovate, and develop solutions that can shape the future.
Objectives:
· Encourage Innovation: Foster a culture of innovation among students by providing a platform to pitch innovative business ideas integrating AI technology.
· Develop Skills: Enhance critical and design thinking, entrepreneurship, business planning, and technological application skills.
· Recognize Talent: Identify and celebrate talents and innovative ideas as entrepreneurial.
Eligibility:
· Open to all Illinois High School students (Grades 10-12).
Competition Structure:
· Registration: Register here by December 15th, 2026.
· Video Submission: Create a video pitch (up to 3 minutes) presenting your idea. The pitch should include the problem being addressed, the proposed solution, the role of AI in the solution, market analysis and potential impact.  Be sure to address why AI is necessary for your solution.
· Deadline: Videos must be submitted by January 23rd, 2027
· Rounds:  This is a single-round competition.
Format:
Products/ideas/videos may be any concept that utilizes AI in an effective manner.  
The 3 Minute Pitch format teaches students how to distill complex ideas into simple, understandable language -- a skill that is invaluable in navigating their futures.
-Videos must include team (or individual) name, product name, plus any and all information deemed necessary to give a complete picture of the idea/concept.
-Videos may or may not include (in part or as a whole); live action, PowerPoint with voiceover, animation, or any other format deemed (by the team/Individual and their mentors) to be appropriate, informative, impactful, creative or useful.  YOU MAY USE A MAXIMUM OF 3 SLIDES.

·         Tell a story
·         Emphasize impact
·         Embrace spontaneity
·         Tailor your message

You decide the content – whatever you feel is the best information. 
You decide the format – whatever you feel is the best way to present that information.
In order to keep complete impartiality, DO NOT MENTION THE NAME OF YOUR SCHOOL in the video.
***JUST DON'T GO OVER 3 MINUTES***
***STUDENTS MAY COMPETE INDIVIDUALLY OR AS PART OF A TEAM (MAXIMUM 4 MEMBERS)***
AI Policy:  We recognize that students will use AI whether we allow it or not.  As such, the use of AI tools in the preparation of pitch materials is allowed as long as attribution is given for each use.  Citations may be attributed either underneath the use (as a drawing, illustration, animation, quotation, etc.), or, on a supplemental slide at the end of the video.  Failure to adhere to this policy could result in disqualification from the competition.
Judging Criteria:
· Innovation and Creativity: Originality and uniqueness of the idea.
· Application of AI: Effective and innovative use of AI technology in the proposed solution.
· Feasibility: Practicality and viability of the idea.
· Marketability:  A market exists, and the idea has a plan to reach that market with appropriate strategy.
· Presentation Skills: Clarity, persuasiveness, and overall quality of the video pitch.
· Engagement: Did the presenter convey enthusiasm for their idea, and capture and maintain the audience’s attention?
Evaluation Process:
· A panel of judges will critically review and score the videos.  
· Winners will be announced via email on February 12, 2027



Prizes:
● First Place: $200.00
● Second Place: $100.00
● Third Place: $50.00
Prizes are delivered as online Amazon gift cards.
Important Dates:
· Registration Deadline:  Tuesday, December 15th, 2026
· Video Submission Deadline:  Saturday, January 23rd, 2027
· Winners Announcement:  February 12, 2027
How to Enter:
· Competition registration will begin November 14, 2026. After submitting the registration form, you will receive a link to a form with judging criteria and directions on how to upload the video.  
Join us in this exciting journey to innovate, create, and shape the future with your groundbreaking ideas!
REGISTER HERE:  https://forms.gle/jR4X8tRmi4e7RUf77

Questions?  Email:  sgoldblatt@imsa.edu  
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